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7 QUESTION: Why is a library like a fire engine? 
of . 
ure . 
ist ANSWER: Because it must be ever ready. 
ing o . - 
Because it must be operated by specialists. 
0 Because it should be owned jointly with the 
neighbors. 
These answers are contributed by the Seventh Grade, Bloomer School, (Council 
Bluffs). Perhaps you have your own answer. Perhaps you intend owning a big red 
aa fire engine all by yourself. 
As for us, we have always preferred a cooperative fire wagon. And now we want a 
ies BIG BLUE BOOK WAGON to own jointly with the neighbors. 
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ATTENDANCE DISTRICT MEETINGS 1940 








Libraries Librarians 


Place and District Repre- 


and Trustees Visitors Grand Total 


sented Assistants 

















Northwest— 

NS SIRs Say Sal 40 67 39 25 131 
Northeast— 

Grundy Center ........... 43 74 52 6 132 
Central— 

NLT ESET EG 23 48 27 6 81 
Southeast— 

ES wieko eS deaéa eWaw ie 33 77 35 5 117 
Southwest— 

Shenandoah .............. 30 43 45 6 94 
Total— 

ahd ts in bale 4a wilh eo 160* 309 198 48 555 

ST Ri ae Cad 6s eee ace ho 140** 322 180 63 565 

ge HEN eRe ee art 140 205 161 49 479 

SERA aE Ey Rep ee pe 139 254 122 51 527 

gp OE ae ee 125 204 156 29 500 

MY tip nae olan Ones ha ade wba 134 214 157 19 405 

ME git ate ok kes dake OCs 132 185 136 72 485 

ae <Sccinewateo steetamesks 106 154 111 Ma 332 








* 9 libraries attended more than one meeting. 


District Library Meetings 

Berdena Jay, Mildred Pike, Ruth 
Dyer, Lelia Wilson, hostesses, and 
Jeanette Winters, Mildred Pike, May 
Hostetter, Kathryn de Koning, and 
Mrs. Evelyn Bray, chairmen: These are 
the people to whom we owe much of 
the success of our district library 
meetings, May first to tenth. These 
meetings did not have the largest at- 
tendance on record, being ten short 
of last year’s all time high attendance 
mark, but they were the best yet if 
enthusiastic comments are any eri- 
terion. 

They started out with apple blos- 
soms at Shenandoah on a May Day 
beginning with a snow storm and end- 
ing with brilliant sunshine. There 
were flowers and seeds, a newly decor- 
ated library and overwhelming hos- 
pitality. ‘‘Sioux City was quite like 
a state meeting, with gardenias and 
authors,’’ one librarian wrote. The 
largest attendance was at Grundy Cen- 
ter, where a spice and span library, a 
good program, delicious food and nice 
people blended into a memorable day. 
Indianola had the smallest attendance 
as might be expected of the smallest 


210 


**25 libraries attended more than one meeting. 


district. The program was unusually 
good. Fairfield lived up to its reputa- 
tion for hospitality and the day, made 
to order, was climaxed with a tea ‘‘at 
the pond,’’ back of Mr. Tappert’s 
house. 

There were 555 who attended the 
five meetings. Of these, 198 were li- 
brary trustees, (at Shenandoah the 
trustees exceeded -the librarians - by 
two), 309 were librarians and assist- 
ants. There were 160 libraries repre- 
sented. 


Some Highlights of the District 
Meetings 


Mrs. Chester Shirer, Chariton: ‘‘I 
am so intensely interested in my sub- 
ject I will forget that you are librari- 
ans and I am just a farm woman. I 
have been interested in libraries since 
I was a little girl Why? Because 
we did not have books and wanted 
them so badly. I wondered why lowa 
could not have a bookmobile. I could 
not see why Vermont had a bookmo- 
bile as they had no better farm land. 
A year ago it was a happy privilege 
to go to New Orleans. When we went 
into the auditorium there was a book- 
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mobile. It was so attractive and the 
books looked so attractive, too. How 
did Louisana get a bookmobile? The 
Farm Bureau was beginning to awaken 
to the fact that we must have rural 
library service for rural people. It 
takes a long time to get big things 
started. Arkansas was making a start, 
and again the farm land was no bet- 
ter than in Iowa. In Lueas County, 
4-H group chairman many times 
wished for library service. One day 
Miss Noble called and wanted to know 
if I would be interested in libraries. 
I asked if it really was coming to 
Chariton. Later she wanted to know 
if I would serve on a committee and 
I was happy to say that I would do 
all that I could. Not very long after 
that she asked me to come to a lunch- 
eon. I did not know until then that 
the Chariton librarian was behind this 
project. People were invited from all 
over the county. A citizen’s commit- 
tee was formed. When it was finally 
settled that we would have the book- 
mobile and books, we could hardly 
wait. Don’t get the impression it is 
just children who will read the books. 
Older people like the books just as 
well. People go out to the road to 
meet Miss Noble to get books. This 
is one of the grandest services rural 
people could have. We won't let it 
go. We want to edueate our rural 
youth. Let’s take the libraries to them 
and bring education to a higher plane. 
Rural people appreciate this service. 
Country people hesitate about going 
into city libraries, and so this means 
a great deal to them. This rural li- 
brary makes country people feel that 
it is theirs. We will do all we can 
to get State Aid. In every little town 
there is an empty building where the 
books ean be stored, and a reading 
center made. There is nothing in a 
small town for entertainment. South- 
ern Iowa, which is always depicted as 
poor, may make the people of lowa 
see the benefit of rural library serv- 
ice. This is given to us for a short 
time, then we have to get busy to 
possess it. If South Carolina can have 
bookmobile service, why cannot Iowa? 
We won't let it go.”’ 
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Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Iowa City: 
‘*I do not believe we understand or 
appreciate our association enough. The 
constitution says that the purpose is 
to promote library interest. The com- 
mittees are such that they can be 
changed to meet the needs which arise 
and we have had to appoint one this 
year, which is still in the process of 
being organized. It will take the place 
of the old Planning Board Commit- 
tee. Individual dues are $1 per year. 
I do not believe we could have dues 
less than $1 a year. Dues for libraries 
are not fair because they are based 
on the number of volumes in your li- 
brary. You may have many books in 
your library, and a small budget. It 
should be according to the budget and 
not according to the number of vol- 
umes. Miss Giesler is working with 
Miss Smith to rearrange the dues for 
libraries. Expenses of officers and 
executive board are paid when they 
attend committee meetings. There are 
years when you just go along and do 
work necessary to carry on the work 
of the association. That is the kind 
of year we have had this year. Every 
librarian should belong to the asso- 
ciation as it is the only agency we 
have that is professional. There is 
such a thing as being loyal to one’s 
profession. We should be big enough 
to support the officers that are in. 
Membership and money are needed to 
make your association successful. We 
have a good association. Criticisms 
are good to have, and it is good to 
bring them out in the open. 

There seemed to be so much difficul- 
ty about when dues are due so we 
are going to send out notices the first 
of January for this coming year. We 
will give membership cards with num- 
bers and you will keep the same num- 
ber. The association will grow, and 
will be able to accomplish just as much 
as the members expect by their indi- 
vidual efforts and dues.’’ 


Publicity 
‘‘The articles that are best prepared 
and best suited find their way back to 
the linotype operator and into the 
newspaper column. Library boards 























































and libraries can do a great deal to help 
in this matter by sending the material 
in well prepared. Newspapers do not 
cover libraries, yet there is a mountain 
of information, a number of periodicals 
and magazines in every library. Very 
few people in your community have 
any conception of what libraries offer. 
New books for children are spasmod- 
ically given a little publicity. Any 
publicity program has to be constant 
te be of value. In acquiring the con- 
stant benefits to be had from such pub- 
licity, work out your own particular 
program of publicity. Have a definite 
space in the newspaper for regular no- 
tices, and have a service to sell in your 
community. Children should find a 
pleasure in going to the library. Use. 
ability of building and resources are 
the greatest service you can render in 
your community. Atmosphere has a 
great deal to do with the useability of 
the library. Do not hesitate to ask for 
publicity. The community newspaper 
is still interested in rendering a con- 
tribution to worthy organizations, and 
libraries are worthy to be included in 
that group. Do not feel that you are 
imposing on newspapers when you are 
furnishing publicity. Work out a prac- 
tieal publicity program in your com- 
munity. The type of publicity should 
be continuous and constant, and should 
have the same place in the paper. Do 
not have your feelings hurt, if your 
copy is changed when it is printed. All 
newspapermen have ego and like to 
change the copy. The newspaper likes 
names. Monthly library reports could 
be furnished. Reports should be given 
a greater play than has been given. 
Newspapers would like to have copy 
prepared and sent in. The average 
newspaper editor runs over that copy, 
sometimes changes the copy.’’—Wayne 
D. Choate, editor, Glenwood Opinion- 
Tribune. 

‘‘Newspaper men are interested in 
facts, not in propaganda. Editorial 
section has a more friendly feeling to- 
ward libraries than the average citizen. 
If you know this and are reasonably 
adroit in your approach, you can put 
your propaganda over. The newspaper 
man feels he is somewhat literary. The 
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newspaper must look at news from what 
the reader will think of it. You can 
have all the high ideals you please, but 
the newspaper has to pay its bills, and 
has to have readers’ interest in order 
to have the power to get advertising. 
Get articles in as little space as possible, 
Library style is desirable, but need not 
be verbose. State briefly as possible 
and get over main facts. Your publicity 
is to a certain extent promotion. We 
cannot expect you to pay advertising 
rates because it is not in the source of 
your income. Library gives public sery- 
ice so newspaper owes the library a lot. 
A newspaper must have the news that 
will be of interest to readers, but there 
are a lot of things of interest to the 
readers. If you choose the better 
things, your readers think along better 
lines. If you try to tell people what 
they should think, you get no place; but 
if you play up to people, you find they 
have a great many ideas. Good ideas 
should bury bad ideas. In carrying li- 
brary publicity, we are simply giving 
space to that which should lift the com- 
munity, but we must have it interesting 
—it cannot be dull. You must tack pub- 
licity onto the thing the community is 
interested in. Do not limit it to one 
group. Get it in such shape that it will 
grasp interest on the start. First para- 
graph should answer five or six ques- 
tions—who, what, when, where, how— 
so you can read the first paragraph and 
get what you are talking about. You 
must grasp the interest. People are al- 
ways interested in people. Get some- 
thing about somebody that has done 
something outstanding. Use promotion 
to play up article. Do not play up one 
class of people. Get people to be library 
conscious. New books are always good 
news. Keep them reminded of interest- 
ing books. Tell them of some good out- 
standing books, it arouses interest. 
Arouse people’s interest. Do not feel 
hurt, if the story is turned end for end, 
and don’t feel hurt if the reporter asks 
questions about what you give the news- 
paper.’’—Don L. Berry, editor, Indian 
ola Record. 

‘‘You are more anxious to have the 
news about your library appear than 
your newspaper is. The newspaper has 
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ten times more material than they are 
able to print. The editor’s judgment 
could be wrong. His judgment is that 
the article that gets in is more interest- 
ing to the majority of people than what 
did not get in. Find out and recognize 
news elements. Publicity is to your li- 
brary what advertising is to anyone who 
has anything to sell. Your interest iu 
getting news of the library is almost 
purely having more people interested in 
the library. There are three very simple 
things about advertising that are also 
true about news: (1) It must stop the 
reader. (2) Lead must interest reader. 
(First sentence tells the story of the 
paragraph. Reverse what you learned 
in school about writing). (3) Get copy 
in proper form. Newspaper man iis the 
busiest man in the world. He doesn’t 
normally have the time to stop and do 
over again what should have been done 
before it gets to his office. Start your 
story with room for a heading. Double 
space. Get story in early. List your 
new books that have been added. That 
is interesting. Give the name of the 
book first and the author second. People 
might know where your library is, but 
they don’t know what you have to sell. 
In towns of larger size they will use 
pictures if they have news value. In 
smaller towns we don’t encourage them. 
Personally, I like book reviews. If you 
can write them briefly and interestingly, 
most newspapers would like to have 
them. They do take space and many 
newspapers may not welcome them. 
Give the editor a simple book review.’’— 
Walter E. Williams, business manager, 
Fairfield Daily Ledger. 


American Library Association in 
Cincinnati 


The 62nd annual conference of the 
American Library Association, held in 
Cincinnati the last week in May, was 
a great success, judged from numbers 
and interest. The program was built 
around the theme, ‘‘ Development with- 
in the states’’ and threw responsibility 
back upon the smaller groups and the 


individuals. 
Traditional hospitality 


Cincinnati 
and careful planning resulted in skill- 
ful handling of the influx of librarians. 
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It was noticed that in voting thanks 
to those who had contributed to the 
pleasure of the week, the name of the 
weather man was omitted. 

The Town Meeting of the Air broad- 
east over an NBC network considered 
the question, ‘‘Should libraries restrict 
the use of subversive publications?’’ 
Arthur G. Hays, national director, 
American Civil Liberties League, New 
York City, and Gilbert Bettman, at- 
torney, Cincinnati, took opposing sides, 
with George V. Denny, Jr., moderator. 

Archibald MacLeish, Librarian of 
Congress, highlighted the Friday eve- 
ning session. His plea was that li- 
brarians become active, rather than 
passive, agents of the democratic 
process. He said, ‘‘And they must 
think of their libraries not as patented 
machines to deliver to the asker the 
book he wants, their responsibility and 
obligation ending when the book is 
delivered to his hands. 


They must think of their libraries 
as organizations of intelligent and 
well-trained men and women qualified 
to select from the record in their 
keeping such materials as are relevant 
to the decisions the people must make 
and able to provide those materials to 
the people in a useful form. 


They must think of their libraries, 
in other words, not as books and cata- 
logs with the men to serve them, but 
as expert men to whom the books and 
catalogs are tools for the performance 
of a duty.”’ 


Iowa’s large representation was due 
in part to the pride we feel in the 
election of Dr. Charles H. Brown, as 
first vice president and president elect. 


A three-day institute on county and 
regional library work preceded the 
general session of A. L. A. The Alms 
Hotel was headquarters for this meet- 
ing with the membership limited to 
150. Three full days of discussion and 
close listening were profitable to those 
fortunate enough to be admitted. Flor- 
ence Noble, of Lucas County WPA li- 
brary demonstration, and Blanche A. 
Smith were the Iowa representatives. 
The two highlights in the institute 
were Dr. Edmund DeS Brunner’s talk 
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on ‘‘Social and economic trends in 
rural life,’’ and Eduard Lindeman’s 
discussion on ‘‘Trends in American 
life.”’ 
The lowa Breakfast 

The traditional Iowa breakfast was 
enjoyed Thursday morning at Canary 
Cottage, Cincinnati. There were 32 
librarians, past and present, who as- 
sembled to enjoy the southern cooking 
and to renew acquaintances. Those 
who have wandered from Iowa and 
who dropped in to make a report and 
get some news from home were: 

Jane E. Roberts, Akron, Ohio 


Elizabeth Rex, Ottawa, Ohio 
Gretta Smith, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 


Baltimore 
Dagney Borge, Agricultural College, Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, Madison 
Mildred Treman, Van Wert. Ohio 
Harriet P. Turner, Enoch Pratt Free Li- 


brary, Baltimore 
Louise Smith, Toledo, Ohio 
Mary Jo Meade, Western Reserve Library 


School 
E. Jean Francis, Flint, Michigan 
Greetings were sent to Miss Robin- 
son and we hurried off to the morning 
meetings to find it was raining again. 


Iowans and A. L. A. 

There were 17 staff members of the 
University Libraries who attended the 
Cincinnati conference. 

Governor George A. Wilson ap- 
pointed Mrs. H. C. Houghton, of Red 
Oak; Mrs. C. C. Van Epps, of Iowa 
City; C. V. Findlay, of Fort Dodge, 
and Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, of Iowa 
City, president of the Iowa Library 
Association, as his delegates to the 
American Library Association confer- 
ence. Mrs. Houghton and Mr. Findlay 
were not able to attend. 

Edna Giesler and Katherine 0. 
Roberts, of Davenport Publie Library, 
took a week’s trip through the Great 
Smokies before the conference. 

Helen M. Stevens, children’s libra- 
rian at the Ericson Public Library, in 
Boone, attended the A. L. A. confer- 
ence. At the close of the meeting she 
went to Nelsonville, Ohio, as a guest 
of Gertrude Cordts, formerly of Boone. 

Mrs. Jessie -B. Gordon motored to 
New England at the close of the con- 
ference. 
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From Planning ‘to Action 


At the 1939 midwinter conference, 


the American Library Association 
Council created a joint committee on 
library action. This committee hopes 
to be able to unify all the library 
forces into one program. They re- 
quested that each state appoint its 
own committee to do the same with- 
in the state. At the suggestion of 
President Ralph Munn a meeting of a 
group to plan for library action was 
held in Des Moines Saturday, March 
30. Those present were: 

Forrest B. Spaulding, Des Moines, mem- 
ber A. L. A. Executive Board 
Charles H. Brown, Ames, Iowa State Col- 
ege 

Thelma Spicer, Oelwein, School Libraries 
Section, State Teachers Association 

Grace Van Wormer, Iowa City, Univer- 
sity of Iowa 

Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Iowa City, State 
Library Association 

Blanche A. Smith, Des Moines, State Trav- 
eling Library 

The discussion was informal. the in- 
terest being centered on the necessity of 
putting into action the plans for 
strengthening the state library pro- 
gram. Mr. Spaulding reported the dis- 
eussion of the A. L. A. Executive 
Board concerning such a committee. 

It was decided that a board would 
function more efficiently than a com- 
mittee since it is desirable to insure 
some continuity of service. Mr. Brown 
suggested that ex officio members be 
a part of such a group, the following 
being suggested: 

Chairman of the legislative committee of 
the Iowa Library Association 

Chairman of the extension committee of 
the Iowa Library Association 

Librarian of the State Traveling Library 

President of the Iowa Library Association 
_— Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion 


A further suggestion was made that 
the following groups be represented 
by one or more people appointed by 
the president of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation: public libraries, school li- 
braries, university libraries, college ‘li- 
braries, special subject lbraries, insti- 
tutional libraries, and trustees. The 
recommendation was made that these 
appointments allow not more than one- 




















third of the membership to be changed 
each year; that this board elect its 
own chairman and have power to ap- 
point a smaller executive committee. 


The objective of this board is to 
take such steps as are necessary to 
put into operation the program adopted 
by the Iowa Library Association in 
1935, recommending to the association 
for approval such additions to the 
program as may be desirable. 


The first meeting of the committee 
as a whole was held in Des Moines 
May 11. Those attending were: 


Anders, Mae C., ex officio, chairman of 
the legislative committee of the I. L. A, 

Barrette, Lydia Margaret, public libraries 

Brown, Dr. Charles H., Iowa State Col- 
lege, A. L. A. representative 

Canon, Eva T., public libraries 

Carhart, Mrs. Frances, university libraries 

Druker, Boni, special subject libraries 

Findlay, C. V., trustees 

Gordon, Mrs. Jessie B., ex officio, presi- 
dent of the I. L. A. 

Humeston, Mrs. D. S., trustees 

Humphrey, Mary B., representing Miss 
Van Wormer, University Libraries 

Jacobson, Dr. Karl, college libraries 

McBride, Jessie, institutional libraries 

Malmberg, Aleta, school libraries 

Russell, Arlene, public libraries 

Smith, Blanche A., ex officio, librarian, 
State Traveling Library 

Spicer, Thelma, school libraries 

Steffy, A. J., representing Jessie M. Park- 
er, ex officio, state superintendent Pub- 
lic Instruction 

Warner, Frances, ex officio, chairman of 
the extension committee of the I. L. A. 


Mrs. Gordon called the meeting to 
order and explained the function of 
the committee. The election of of- 
ficers resulted as follows: 

Dr. Charles H. Brown, chairman 


Mae C. Anders, vice chairman 
Aleta Malmberg, secretary 


Miss Warner reported for the com- 
mittee on library extension and Miss 
Anders on the legislative program of 
the Iowa Library Association. Mrs. 
Gordon talked about trustees and their 
attitude and responsibility. A general 
discussion followed. 


It is planned to have a meeting of 
the executive board in the near future 
in order that our plans may be con- 
verted to action. 


215 


Friends of the Library 


We are so familiar with the ‘‘ When 
a feller needs a friend’’ cartoons that 
the mere mention of that caption calls 
to mind some familiar situation, the 
appeal being heightened by a humor- 
ous presentation. We need one which 
would present the conditions existing 
in many Iowa libraries today. In it, 
one would see shelves filled with shab- 
by, outmoded books, ragged juveniles 
and inadequate reference books while 
the public stands waiting for attrac- 
tive, live books containing the infor- 
mation, inspiration and _ recreation 
which are needed. 


Because of this widespread condi- 
tion( not peculiar to Iowa) there have 
in recent years appeared groups called 
Friends of the Library, composed of 
citizens, men, women and children, 
who are so deeply interested in the li- 
brary that they are willing to help 
supply its needs. 

There are few communities in Iowa 
that would not profit by such an or- 
ganization, with such objectives. We 
have at present 212 public libraries 
and 150 association libraries. Only 
four Iowa libraries have financial sup- 
port which the American Library As- 
sociation considers adequate for rea- 
sonable service. In spite of the fact 
that 69 Iowa libraries have the maxi- 
mum tax levy allowed by law (114 
mills) the income falls far short of the 
$1 per capita which is the standard. 


Since public libraries are supported 
by taxes, the tax payers should have 
some information about what they are 
getting for the money they pay to 
earry on library work in the commun- 
ity. Such a group of friends could 
study the local situation and see how 
their own library compares with: (1) 
general standards and (2) other com- 
munities of comparable size. 


It is desirable that every community 
supporting a library have a Friends 
of the Library group who will or- 
ganize, become familiar with the local 
library and its place in the community, 
study general trends and stand ready 
to help when occasion arises. Today 
greater emphasis is being placed on 
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being informed and ready. The li- 
brary needs its minute men, too. 


There are several ways in which 
such a movement can be started. At 
a meeting of the executive board of 
the Iowa Library Association, various 
plans were considered and the follow- 
ing methods were favored. 

1. An open board meeting to which 
the general public is invited. This 
blanket invitation would eliminate the 
possibility of giving offense by over- 
looking any organization or individual. 
Those who accepted the invitation 
could be made the nucleus of a group 
which would increase in numbers and 
strength. 

Meetings need not be frequent. Some 
meet once a year, but the meetings 
should be made attractive by having 
a good speaker or a carefully planned 
program. 

2. By appearing at the meetings of 
various organizations with the sugges- 
tion that they sponsor such a move- 
ment and become part of the Friends 
of the Library. Care must be taken 
that all groups be approached and that 
explanations of the objectives and re- 
sponsibilities be clearly stated. A small 
membership fee has been suggested, 
twenty-five cents and up. Make it plain 
that this is not just another club, but 
a movement to coordinate all groups 
interested in better library develop- 
ment. 

What some Friends of Libraries have 
done: Focused attention on library 
needs; solicited gifts of books, maga- 
zines, and money; increased local tax 
support; secured new buildings or ad- 
ditions to the old one; kept interest 
alive by forums, lectures and other pro- 
grams; and promoted interest in local 
history and preservation of historical 
records. 

There are four such groups in Iowa 
at present: Parsons College Friends of 
the Library at Fairfield is the oldest 
organization of its kind in the state. 

Friends of Libraries of Northern Iowa 
was organized at a tea in the Y. W. C. 
A. at Mason city. This was attended 
by librarians and interested citizens 
from the community and adjoining 
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counties. Officers were elected and ob- 
jectives defined. 


Bedford’s financial need was the rea- 
son for the local organization. Club 
members, organizations and individuals 
were asked to cooperate in this move- 
ment to help the library over a financial 
crisis. Receipts from taxes, which 
amounted to 1, 849.32 in 1923 had 
dwindled to $961.30 in 1939. A simi- 
lar organization has been made in New 
Hampton. 

To make such a movement effective 
each community should: Select key peo- 
ple to take the lead; make each mem- 
ber feel responsible for the success of 
the movement ; and make the need clear 
for understanding the library situation. 

We believe that Robert S. Lynd, 
author of ‘‘Middletown,’’ spoke truly 
when he said, ‘‘If the library is to get 
past being a symbol like the flag, it 
must have a body of Friends of the 
Library who will work for it in sea 
son and out. It must get over being 
an outpost that is taken for granted. 

Iowa Libraries Need Friends. Will 
you start by organizing such a group 
in your community? 


Budgets 

As the attention of library boards 
is directed to the request for financial 
support of the library, it might be 
well to recall the recommendation of 
the American Library Association in 
‘*Standards for Public Libraries,’’ un- 
der the heading, 


The Income Needed 


‘*Experience shows that $1 per capi- 
ta is the average minimum annual in- 
come upon which reasonably adequate 
library service can be maintained. 

The exact minimum depends upon 
the size, location, and character of the 
community. The small town must us 
ually spend more than $1 per capita 
to cover minimum essentials, or re 
duce unit costs by enlarging the area 
of service and support. 

Communities desiring full develop- 
ment of library service will find it nee 
essary to provide a support much larg- 
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er than the minimum. Expert special 
services in cooperation with local in- 
dustries and interests, and extensive 
work with the public schools are ex- 
amples of desirable library activities 
which cannot be adequately main- 
tained upon the minimum income of 
$1 per capita. 

The allotment of at least 55 per cent 
of the total income for the salaries 
of the library staff (not including jani- 
tors, engineers, et cetera), 25 per cent 
for books, periodicals, and binding, 
and 20 per cent for all other expendi- 
tures is a fair standard. Local condi- 
tions involving the cost of building 
maintenance, the area and density of 
population as affecting the number of 
branches, and other factors, will in- 
evitably affect the distribution. In 
general, the largest libraries will spend 
more than the percentage indicated for 
library salaries and less for books, 
periodicals, and binding.’’ 


Fifteen Cents a Child 


Council Bluffs held the sixth annual 
book display for elementary teachers 
at the publie library April 3-9. Or- 
ganized to afford our teachers the de- 
light of handling new books and not- 
ing the trends in juvenile literature, 
we collect books in the special exhibit 
space of the story hour room. 

At the same time the school super- 
visors display in their offices the new 
text book titles that may be purchased 
by requisition on text’ funds. Inter- 
ested teachers may form opinions 
about school helps and children’s books 
in general. 

From the library display each teach- 
er chooses five books she would like 
to see in her classroom. From the 
votes east the building principals and 
the school librarian make up the an- 
nual book orders. We buy from this 
list for the state’s County School Li- 
brary. 

A concentration upon one class of 
books keeps the number of titles with- 
in bounds. We have purchased social 
science, natural science, poetry, gen- 
eral literature in turn. Checking each 
order against the supplementary text 
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holdings of the schools and the liter- 
ary holdings of the library’s school 
collection, we avoid duplication of 
title. 

Picture books and fiction and all 
books due for hard usage we buy from 
a bindery. Orders amounting to more 
than $40 we place with the publishers. 
Other titles are ordered wherever we 
can get the service the particular type 
of material demands. 

Mr. J. A. True, superintendent of 
schools, dictated a form letter which 
we attach to every order. We have 
all books delivered to a central place. 
The school librarian or the high school 
librarians check the invoices and re- 
turn them to the county school super- 
intendent. 

In 1940 we displayed 380 titles in 
the exhibit. Most of the books were 
recent additions to the library, or ad- 
vance samples. Seventy-five volumes 
were sent on approval by book sales- 
men. 

The display was visited by 164 
teachers. The school librarian was 
on special duty for twenty hours in a 
space of six days. 

Our county superintendent of schools, 
Mrs. Laura Leonard, is cooperative 
and interested. In our efforts to sup- 
ply a wide variety of reading matter 
we find this use of the minimum fund 
of fifteen cents a child solves the 
problem of reading table books in 
schools without organized libraries. 

Our school budget supplies library 
appropriations. For four years we 
had a special kindergarten picture 
book fund. Today the increased high 
school enrollment demands the major 
part of the annual budget. Fifteen 
eents a child still carries on, supply- 
ing a new book now and then in the 
school where the child himself works 
and learns. 

HeLten Rute Monracve, 
School Librarian, 
Council Bluffs. 


Junior Members 


All juniors throughout the state are 
requested to save and clip publicity 
articles from newspapers and maga- 
zines, ete., by and about Junior Mem- 

















bers. Why? We want IOWA Jun- 
iors represented in the 1939-40 nation- 
al publicity book of the J. M. R. T. 
Send news notes or clippings to Mar- 
garet Davidson, State Traveling Li- 
brary, Des Moines, Iowa. Miss David- 
son is chairman of the editorial com- 
mittee. 

Please send your dues (only $1) to 
Fred Folmer, State University of lowa 
Libraries, Iowa City. So far only five 
members have paid dues, and the state 
of the treasury is low indeed. 

Dorothea M. Fox, chairman of the 
Iowa Junior Members, urges all jun- 
ior members to pay their Iowa Library 
Association dues. If we want, as we 
have repeatedly said we do, a voice 
in the decisions of the I. L. A. we 
must be strongly represented in its 
membership. 


Report of the Committee on a Central 
Clearing House for Iowa 
Publications 
The committee to study the possibil- 
ities of a central clearing house for 
Iowa publications appointed by the 
chairman of the Reference and College 
Section of the Iowa Library Associa- 

tion, hereby presents its report: 

We believe that plans for an ulti- 
mate as well as a present objective 
should be formulated. 

As an ultimate objective, we sug- 
gest: 

(1) That a central clearing house 
be established which will maintain a 
service similar to that of the Minnesota 
Library News and the Illinois Libra- 
ries whereby all libraries learn of all 
publications pertaining to the state. 

(2) That the Iowa State Traveling 
Library establish a collection of all 
publications of value about Iowa and 
by Iowa authors. This idea might be 
worked out in conjunction with a de- 
pository library. 

As a present objective we suggest: 

(1) That a central clearing house 
for Iowa publications be established at 
the State Traveling Library. 

(2) That each issue of the Jowa Li- 
brary Quarterly include a list of new 
Iowa publications. 
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(3) That this list should not dupli- 
eate publications listed elsewhere as: 
Iowa journal of history and polities 

Check list of state publications 

Cumulative book index 

Vertical file: service 

(4) That each librarian send in to 
the central clearing house data re- 
garding publications she learns of 
which are about Iowa or by Iowa 
authors. 

(5) That each librarian contact the 
publishing house in her community 
and arrange to be notified of any pub- 
lication handled by it regarding lowa 
or by an Iowa author. 


Marcaret Bauer, Chairman. 
A. JEAN Evans 
Ruts PHu.uirs 


Libraries and Conservation 


Libraries are aware of the interest 
caused by the development and ex- 
pansion of the state conservation pro- 
gram throughout the state. 

In the State Traveling Library re- 
cent material was requested to such 
an extent that our shelves were 
stripped. Just when the need was 
most acute, the Conservation Commis- 
sion generously set aside $100 for 
books on the general subject of con- 
servation to be circulated as part of 
our library. These are the books 
which we bought: 

Abrams, Charles, Revolution in land, 1939, 
Harper 

Anthony, H. E., Animals of America, 1937, 
Garden City 

Ayres, Q. C., Soil erosion and its control, 
1936, McGraw 

Baer, M. E., Pandora’s box, the story of 
conservation, 1939, Farrar 

Baker, F. S., Theory and practice of sil 
viculture, 1934, McGraw 

Bennett, H. H., Soil conservation, 1939, Me- 
Graw 

Brinser, A., Our use of the land, 1939, 
Harper 

Butler, O. M., ed., American conservation 
in picture and in story, 1935, American 
Forestry Association 

Coyle, D. C., Waste: the fight to save 
America, 1936, Bobbs 

Ditmars, R. L., Field book of North Ameri- 
can snakes, 1939, Doubleday 

Durand, Herbert, Wild flowers and ferns, 
1925, Putnam 

Glover, Katherine, America begins again. 
1939, McGraw 
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Gustafson, A. F., Conservation in the U. S., 
1939, Comstock 

Havemeyer, Loomis, and others, Conserva- 
tion of our national resources, rev. ed., 
1930, Macmillan 

Jacks, G. W. & R. O. Whyte, Vanishing 
land, 1939, Doubleday 

James, Harlean, Romance of the national 
parks, 1939, Macmillan ; 

La Monte, F. R. & M. H. Welch, Vanishing 
wilderness, 1934, Liveright 

Leopold, Aldo, Game management, 
Scribners 

Lincoln, F. C., Migration of American birds, 
1939, Doubleday 

Lord, R. R., Behold our land, 1938, Hough- 
ton 

Lorentz, Pare, The river, 1938, Stackpole 

Lyon, T. L. & H. O. Buckman, Nature and 
properties of soils, 3rd ed., 1937, Mac- 
millan 

McKenney, Margaret, Birds in the garden 
and how to attract them, 1939, Reynal 

MacLeish, A., Land of the free, 1938, Har- 
court 

Mangham, Sydney, 
1939, Macmillan 

Morgan, A. H., Field book of animals in 
winter, 1939, Putnam 

Pack, A. N., Forestry; an economic chal- 
lenge, 1933, Macmillan 

Pack, C. L. & Tom Gill, Forests and man- 
kind, 1929, Macmillan 

Parkins, A. E. & J. R. Whitaker, Our 
natural resources and their conserva- 
tion, 1936, Wiley 

Peattie, D. C., Flowering earth, 1939, Put- 
nam 

Price, O. W., 
Dodd 

Rohan, B. J., Our forests, a national prob- 
lem, 1929, C. C. Nelson Company, Ap- 
pleton, Wisconsin 

Sears, P. B., Deserts on the march, 1935, 
U. of Oklahoma Press 

Thomas, W. S., Field book of common mush- 
rooms, Putnam 

Trager, M. W., National parks of the North- 
west, 1939, Dodd 

Williams, H. S., Private life of birds, 1939, 
McBride 

Yard, R. S., Book of the national parks, 
1928, Scribners 

Yard, R. S., Our federal lands, 1928, Scrib- 
ners 


1937, 


Earth’s green mantle, 


The land we live in, 1936, 


Social Contacts 

“‘The modern type of librarian was 
unknown and nonexistent a generation 
ago. The demure, elusive and flitting 
attendant, quietly at ease and serious- 
ly perusing a book, is now rarely to 
be found. The public library of to- 
day is no Tibetan temple dedicated to 
secluded meditations. It is a switch- 
board in the service of our constitu- 
ency, a brokerage office in community 
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intelligence service. Now we have pro- 
fessionals who affiliate themselves with 
varied organizations, national, state and 
local, and participate in their respective 
activities. They are good mixers and 
rise to posts of honor and leadership. 
The éxtra-mural interests of a library 
staff furnish an impetus to the day’s 
work—a new challenge is flashed before 
us and put to the test. It is ‘safe to 
state that the identification of staff 
members with civic, social, artistic, and 
cultural organizations is part of their 
service to the community and cannot 
be measured or computed by time 


clocks and time cards.’’—Seventy-third 
annual report, Detroit Library Commis- 
sion, Detroit, Michigan. 


PERSONALS 


Anna W. Kelly, of Williamsburg, 
sueceeds Nathan Dubester as librarian 
of the Senior High School and Junior 
College Library at Marshalltown. Miss 
Kelly, a graduate of the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa, took her library training 
at George Peabody College, Nashville, 
Tennessee. Mr. Dubester has accepted 
a position on the staff of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin Library. 


Edna Mae McFarlane and Lester A. 
Frahm were married May 19 at Water- 
loo. Mrs. Frahm has been working in 
the Hudson library. 


Aleta Malmberg, librarian in the 
Newton Junior and Senior High 
Schools for the past seven years, has 
accepted a similar position in Iowa 
City where she will organize the li- 
brary in the new high school. 

Helen Phillips, county librarian of 
Arlington County, Virginia, spent a 
week at her home in Des Moines be- 
fore attending the Cincinnati confer- 
ence. 


June Maxine Rehfield, of the Des 
Moines Public Library, and Kenneth 
Anderson were married at the bride's 
home in Bloomfield June 1. 


Betty Walton and LeRoy L. Bean 
were married in Waterloo May 4. Mrs. 
Bean has been working in the Water- 
loo Public Library. 
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NEWS FROM IOWA LIBRARIES 


Albia—New window shades and 
linoleum floor covering are the latest 
improvements. 

The increase in circulation during 
the year is attributed to the fact that 
the library is able to supply the books 
and periodicals which the public 
wants. 

Algona—Mrs. Gardner Cowles, who 
has never lost interest in the welfare 
of the library, gave $100 to be spent 
for books. This supplements the book 
appropriation. Mr. Cowles set aside 
a Florence Call Cowles endowment 
several years ago. The income from 
this $5,000 is also used for books. 

Ames—Public Library—The enlarged 
and remodeled public library was 
thrown open on March 31 to the pub- 
lie, which enthusiastically took advan- 
tage of the opportunity to observe and 
admire. From two until eight they 
came, from Ames, the college, and 
from out over the state. Letha David- 
son, her staff, the library trustees, and 
a well-organized group of hosts and 
hostesses made each moment of the 
visit enjoyable and profitable. It is 
feared that most of the visiting li- 
brarians went home with a feeling of 
envy, or at least wishing that they 
could have air-conditioned libraries 
with the modern improvements which 
are being introduced at Ames. 

Ames—State College—Mary Fitzger- 
ald and Mrs. Marguerite Preusser have 
joined the staff. Miss Fitzgerald, a 
graduate of George Washington Uni- 
versity, Washington, D. C., will assist 
in the loan department. Mrs. Preus- 
ser will replace Mrs. Marguerite Tice 
in the reserve room. Mrs. Tice re- 
signed to return to her mother. 

Anita—Failing health has made it 
necessary for Mrs. Cora Stoodt to re- 
sign as librarian. Since 1928 she has 
served the community, seeing the col- 
lection of books grow from 1,600 to 
over 4,600. Her unfailing interest and 
kindness have characterized her service. 
The library board, in their statement 
concerning her resignation, said, ‘‘For 
all those whom she has helped along 
the delightful way of books and read- 
ing we wish to say, ‘Thank you, Mrs. 


Stoodt. It’s been grand knowing 
you’.’” Mrs. Kathryn de Camp has 
been elected to the vacancy caused by 
Mrs. Stoodt’s resignation. 

Aplington — The public library 
opened March 16, 1940. The plan is 
to have it open two days a week. 

Arthur—Mrs. W. A. Arbegast is now 
acting as librarian, succeeding Mrs, 
Reuben Anderson. 

Batavia—The library has moved in. 
to a small three-room building which 
will be adapted to library use. 

The council has voted to levy a li- 
brary tax and will pay half the rent 
on the new location until tax funds 
are available. 

Bedford—To help remove the handi- 
eap which a depleted library appro- 
priation has caused, a ‘‘Friends of the 
Library’’ group has been organized. 
Over 140 residents of Bedford have 
joined, paying the dollar requested, 
The money will be used to purchase 
books. 

Bonaparte—Mrs. Refa Butts, who 
has been in charge of the library, has 
gone to California for an extended 
visit. The library will be cared for 
by volunteer assistants. 

Burlington—A new system of indi- 
rect and fluorescent lighting has been 
installed in the library, greatly im- 
proving the appearance and efficiency 
of the building. 

Cedar Falls—State Teachers College 
—The library has received a gift of 
$1,800 from the Carnegie Foundation. 
As a result, 700 new books have been 
added to the residence halls and Com 
mons libraries. This will continue for 
five years. 

Centerville—The library staff of the 
Cattermole Memorial Library in Fort 
Madison visited Lucy Ware in Center- 
ville May 19. After dinner at the 
Continental Hotel a library tour was 
made through the Drake Library. 

The summer reading project is #@ 
brick the house that readers build 
The house is already built and the plan 
is being explained on visits to the 
schools. 

Central City—The library recently 
received a gift of books from Mrs. 
Emeline Clegg Rickerson, daughter of 
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John C. Clegg, founder of the library 
which bears his name. Mrs. Rickerson 
is living in New York City. 

Cerro Gordo County—The second 
WPA library demonstration is being 
earried on in Cerro Gordo county. At 
the organization dinner held in Mason 
City, May 3, officers were elected. 


R. M. Hall, Clear Lake, President 

Mrs. C. H. McNider, Mason City, Vice- 
president 

S. A. Mathre, Mason City Route 3, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer 

Hazel Thomas, County Supt. of Schools 
Chairman School relations 

D. H. Fitzpatrick, Mason City, Public re- 
lationships 


The bookmobile made an introdue- 
tory tour of the schools before the 
close of the school year. The regular 
summer schedule started June 4. Pearl 
Jeffords, who has been giving service 
to the schools, is in charge of the 
project. 

Colfax—The Colfax Memorial Club 
met at the public library April 6, 1940, 
in recognition of the Grand Army Day 
and the 78th anniversary of the Bat- 
tle of Shiloh. A new flag was pre- 


sented to the library by the club. 


Blanche A. Smith, Librarian of the 
State Traveling Library, spoke. 

Collins—Better library service is an- 
ticipated by this community when the 
money from tax levy becomes avail- 
able. Boeks and supplies have been 
ordered and an Open House is being 
planned. 


Conrad—The petition of the Con- 
rad Woman’s Club that the council 
levy a tax for library support was 
received favorably. The Woman’s 
Club will continue their supervision 
until the mayor appoints the library 
board. 


Coon Rapids—tThe library is occupy- 
ing temporary quarters in the city 
hall while the old building is torn 
down to make room for a new brick 
and tile structure. The sum of $9,049 
has been allotted for the project which 
is being carried on by WPA. 

Council Bluffs—‘‘We are proud of 
our library’’ is the caption to an edi- 
torial in the May 19 Nonpareil which 
closes, ‘‘We are proud and we are 
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grateful to Librarian Eva T. Canon 
and her capable staff.’’ 

Danbury—The public library opened 
March 16 in a newly redecorated room. 

Dayton—Public library service has 
become a reality. A library board is 
composed of elected representatives 
from the active organizations of the 
community. Mrs. Andy Nelson has 
been appointed librarian. 

Decorah—The trustees of the library 
took time at a recent board meeting 
to observe the beginning of the sec- 
ond quarter of existence ofthe library. 
Mrs. Norman Willett acted as hostess 
at the social meeting characterized by 
recollections. 

Delhi—The public library 
March 2. 

Des Moines — Library Club — it 
stopped raining for the library club 
pienie at Walnut Woods Sunday morn- 
ing, May 19, to the delight of the 28 
members who came out to enjoy the 
freshly wasbed May morning, the 
tempting breakfast, and the bird talk 
by Olivia McCabe, who had all her 
listeners under a spell while she talked 
about her feathered friends. 

The following officers were elected: 
Dorothea Edwards, Public Library, 
president ; Jean Evans, Public Library, 
vice-president; Marjorie Keith, Drake 
University, secretary; Elizabeth Me- 
Mullen, State Traveling Library, treas- 
urer; Irma Woods, State Law Library, 
social chairman; and Marian Young, 
Publie Library, program chairman. 


Des Moines—Public Library—Mrs. 
Frances Lane, formerly a member of 
the Library Commission staff, is now 
an assistant in the reference depart- 
ment. 

Des Moines — State Traveling Li- 
brary—The transfer of books neces- 
sitated by the library reorganization, 
authorized by legislature, is being car- 
ried on. Over 5,000 bound magazines 
have been sent to the libraries at lowa 
State College and the State Univer- 
sity. The acquistion of the books from 
the Economies and Sociology Library 
is making it necessary to shift all the 
books in the library. 


Elliott—The library has moved into 


opened 
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a building purchased by the town 
council. 

Fairfield—Parsons College—Seventy 
books have been given to the Parsons 
College Library in memory of Donald 
L. Menagh by friends and organiza- 
tions. 

Pairfield—Public Library—In spite 
of handicaps caused by the extensive 
repair program, library work continues 
as usual. Debris is cleared from the 
walks by opening time. The new roof 
which is replacing the old one is flat 
and much lighter than the original one. 

Grinnell—Grinnell College—The li- 
brary of Dr. Nabath Osborne, former 
pastor of the First Congregational 
Church, of Burlington, was left by will 
to the library. 

Hampton — A beautiful Bali head, 
earved from native wood, was pre- 
sented to the library by the late Mrs. 
Lou Mallory Luke. It was purchased 
at Singapore while Mrs. Luke was on 
a world tour. 

Indianola — Public Library — Ruth 
Dyer is attending the summer session 
at the University of Illinois Library 
Sehool. Edna Ogan has resigned her 
position in the library to take a course 
in beauty culture. Jean Niles, a Simp- 
son student, will continue to work 
through the summer. 

Indianola — Simpson College — On 
January fifth, the library held open 
house to the friends and alumni who 
eame in to see what $8,000, careful 
planning, and hard work could do 
to alter the interior of the library. 
Shelf space has been increased to 48,- 
000 volumes and the new library will 
accommodate 96 students at a time in- 
stead of 60. 

Mason City—Everything was in place 
and the new library building was 
opened to the public January 11. The 
$308,000 building is erected on the site 
donated to the city by Mrs. C. H. Me- 
Nider and Colonel Hanford MeNider. 
Interest in the new library was mani- 
fested by the 1,200 people who came 
to get their first view on the opening 
evening. A broadcast was given in 
which the roving reporter explored the 
building and described what he saw. 

From January through April the li- 
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brary had open house on Wednesday 
evening and Sunday afternoon. A 
proximately 10,000 people took ad- 
vantage of the opportunities thus af- 
forded to visit the new library. 

From the establishment of the first 
subseription library located in the Cer- 
ro Gordo County Bank in 1869 to the 
beautiful library which now houses 
the books belonging to the city, is a 
matter of some 70 years of effort. The 
culmination of these dreams was 
reached in the dedication of the new 
library building June 9, 1940. The 
program was as follows: 

Invocation, Dr. R. C. Helfenstein, presi- 
dent, Ministerial Association; “Library and 
the community,” Arleigh Marshall, mayor; 
“A word from the architects,” John A. 
Holabird, F. A. I. A., Chicago; Introducing 
the president-elect of the American Library 
Association, Lydia Margaret’ Barrette; 
Greetings from A. L. A., Dr. Charles H. 
Brown, Librarian, lowa State College, Ames; 
Presentation of the speaker, Earl Smith; 
“Continuing education,” Dr. D. W. More 
house, president, Drake University, Des 
Moines; and Benediction, Monsignor P. 8. 
O’Connor. Mrs. C. H. McNider presided. 

New Hampton — Representatives 
from all local organizations met June 
3 and formed a ‘‘Friends of the Li- 
brary’’ group. 

New London—<A Seth Thomas clock, 
made in 1800, has been given to the 
H. J. Nugen library by the late Ben 
E. Coen. His father brought the clock 
to Iowa in 1840. 


Oxford—The library movement is 
well under way. A room in the Ma- 
sonic building is nearly ready for oe 
eupancy. It is hoped that book serv- 
ice will soon begin. 

Page County—A ten-year contract 
between the Board of Supervisors and 
the public libraries of Page County, 
signed by Mrs. Jennie Gottsch, presi 
dent of the Shenandoah library board 
and Lyle Cassat, president of the Clar 
inda library board, assures the continu 
ation of free library service to all 
residents of Page County. Small towns 
in the county are making individual 
contracts with one of the libraries. 

Remsen — The Remsen Women’s 
Club is sponsoring a library in the 
new city hall which was opened to the 
publie February 3. Gifts of books and 
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money have supplemented the money 
raised by home talent plays. 

Rinard—The Library Club has ae- 
quired a sickroom supply closet, con- 
tents of which may be borrowed for a 
small fee, the proceeds going to the 
library fund. 

Salem—Mrs. H. ©. Garretson re- 
places Florence Almond as librarian. 

Schleswig—The public library was 
opened January 27. It is located in 
the town hall and will be open on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

Shenandoah — Upstairs and down- 
stairs, a new coat of paint appeared 
in the library by way of preparation 
for the district meeting held there 
May 1. 

Sidney—The library has been moved 
into a room in the basement of the 
Fremont County Savings Bank build- 
ing. 

Sioux City— Louise Ashford, of 
Homer, Nebraska, has become a mem- 
ber of the children’s department staff. 
Miss Ashford was graduated from 
Rosary College, River Forest, Illinois, 
where she majored in library work. 

Spirit Lake—The library was closed 


from May 13 to 23 for redecoration. 
“We still need many improvements, 
but this new paint helps a lot,”” writes 
the librarian, Mrs. Hornseth. 

Storm Lake—The boys and girls in 
this community are making grateful 
use of the books purchased from money 


left by George Currier. Due to his 
interest in children, it was decided to 
spend the entire income on juvenile 
books. 

Stuart—A bequest of $6,000 to the 
public library, now available, is to be 
spent in remodeling the library. 

Sutherland—Each year Shirley Yont 
observes her birthday by giving a new 
book to the library. This is a practical 
demonstration of what a ‘‘friend of 
the library’’ can do. 

Waterloo—Goodrich Staklites were 
installed in the adult department of 
the East Library in March, 1940. 

J. Hyatt Downing spoke on ‘‘ Writ- 
ing’’ at the Waterloo Woman’s Club 
on April 1, just the day before his 
book was published. 

Waverly—<An extensive program of 
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remodeling and rearranging has added 
to the appearance and efficiency of the 
library. A charging desk, tables, 
chairs and book truck have been added 
to the equipment. 

Webster City—One of the treasured 
scrap books which the library possesses 
is the MacKinlay Kantor scrapbook, 
compiled for the Kendall Young Li- 
brary by Charlotte Crosley, librarian. 
This and other scrapbooks are kept in 
a eabinet made from Miss Crosley’s 
old walnut grand piano and donated 
by her for this purpose. 

West Branch—Mrs. Mildred Shrader 
sueceeds Mrs. L. E. Moore as assistant 
in the Enlow Publie Library. 

Wilton—The library moved into its 
new quarters in the new city hall the 
first of the year. A new desk and 
chair for the librarian, made and ‘do- 
nated by E. W. Mead, president of the 
library board, are appreciated addi- 
tions. Mrs. Leona Mead has been 
elected librarian following Mrs. Etta 
Kelley’s resignation. Mrs. Inez Hard- 
ing will assist her. 


Changes in Library Boards 

Bellevue—Mrs. C. L. Veach has been ap- 
pointed to the library board succeeding the 
late Hilda G. Lundin. 

Boone—Louise Herman has been ap- 
pointed to the library board succeeding 
Emma Herman, recently deceased. 

Boyden—Mrs. Peter De Vries takes the 
place on the library board caused by the 
resignation of Mrs. J. S. Pollock, who has 
moved to Maquoketa. 

Davenport—Mrs. Karl Vollmer has been 
appointed a member of the library board 
of trustees to succeed Mrs. C. A. Ficke, 
who has resigned, after serving for 36 
years. 

Dubuque County Library Association— 
Mrs. Sylvia Koster, of Farley, has been 
appointed second vice-president of the as- 
sociation to fill the vacancy left by the 
resignation of Mrs. J. L. Cavins, who has 
removed from the state. 

Eldora—The Reverend Father John P. 
Connor has been appointed to the library 
board to fill out the term of O. S. Von 
Krog, who resigned after fifteen years of 
service. His good judgment and service 
are appreciated and his resignation ac- 
cepted with regret. 

Grand Junction—Claus Loof has _ suc- 
ceeded Frank Griffin as president of the 
library board. Mr. Griffin died December 
6, 1939. 

Grundy Center—Mrs. J. E. Simms was 











elected president of the board to replace 
J. Vanderwicken, who resigned. 

Independence—A. H. Ward resigned as a 
member of the board and A. R. Branden- 
burg was reappointed as his successor. 

New Hampton—Reverend W. D. Spiker 
succeeds Dr. Nicholas Schilling. 

New London—Jeannette Lynn has been 
appointed to the vacancy on the H. J. 
Nugen Public Library board caused when 
Mrs. Dewey Hess moved away. 

Ocheyedan—Mrs. C. G. Lighter is a new 
member of the board to succeed the presi- 
dent, Mrs. R. G. Rhodes, who resigned. Mrs. 
Carl Rahn was elected the new president. 

Perry—George Sackett was appointed to 
the library board to take the position made 
vacant by the death of Harry Wifvat. 

Reinbeck—Upon the resignation from the 
board of Mrs. Verna Biebesheimer who was 
unable to act, Mrs. Frances Bucka was ap- 
pointed to that place. 

Riverside—Mrs. Victoria Griffin is the 
new secretary of the board in place of 
Mrs. Norval Flynn. 

Rockwell City—Cora Corwin was ap- 
pointed to the library board and elected 
secretary to take the place of Mrs. Sarah 
Cooper, who moved to Toledo. 

Shenandoah—Earl Fishbaugh, Sr., was ap- 
pointed to the library board to succeed Mrs. 
Frank Nye who resigned last fall and 
moved to Grinnell. 

Webster City—George C. Tucker, manag- 
ing editor of the Daily FreemanJournal, 
has been elected to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of J. W. Young. 


Meetings Ahead 

Iowa Library Association will meet 
in Burlington, October 12-14. Every- 
one should begin now to plan to at- 
tend. 

The American Country Life Asso- 
ciation will be held at Purdue Univer- 
sity, Lafayette, Indiana, November 6-9. 
The general theme is, ‘‘ Building rural 
communities. ’’ 


Nominating Committee of the I. L. A 
Mrs. Gordon has appointed the nom- 
inating committee as follows: 
Letha M. Davidson, Ames, chairman 
May M. Clark, Dubuque 
Hazel Conway, Sioux City 


Wanted 

Report of the Iowa twenty-five-year 
conservation plan, by J. L. Crane, Jr. 
and G. W. Olcott, published by the 
Iowa State Board of Conservation, 
1933. 

Bulletin 40 of the Bureau of Ameri- 
ean Ethnology. 

Annual reports of the Bureau of 
American Ethnology, 28 and 40. 


A. L. A. Board and Committee Members in Iowa 


Name Address Board or Committee 
Anders, Mae C........... P. L., Des Moines.......... Federal Relations 
Brown, Charles H........ lowa State Coll. L., Ames...A. L. A. Council 
Reorganization 
A. L. A. Activities—Chairman 
Felsenthal, Emma ...... State Univ. of Iowa Ls., 
Pl an cs ccaees aes de Adult Education—subcommittee on 
Readable Books 
Giesler, Edna ........... P. L., Davenport .......... Friends of Libraries 
Gordon, Mrs. Jessie B....P. L., Iowa City............ A. L. A. Council 
Post, Majorie J........... University Hospitals, Iowa 
Dt Weensressistbaleapeas Hospital Libraries 


Spaulding, Forrest B..... P. L., Des Moines 


séaneate owe A. L. A. Council 


Executive Board 
Federal Relations—Chairman 
Honorary Memberships (special 


committee) 
Tanner, Opal F. ......... P. L., Des Moines........... Membership 
Warner, Frances ........ lowa State Coll. L., Ames...A. L. A. Council 
Oberly Memorial Fund—Chairmaa 
Wilson, Eugene H....... lowa State Coll. L., Ames...Board on Salaries, Staff and Tem 


Wormer, Grace Van .... 


ure—Subcommittee on Budgets, 
Compensation and Schemes of 
Service for Libraries Conn 
with University, Colleges 
Teacher Training Institutions 
State Univ. of Iowa Ls., Committee on Committees 

fowa City ..... 





———— 


Pillip 








